SERMON 


Preached on the 


SOLEMN FAST, 
Fanuary 30. 167: 


Wherein the Duty of SUBJECTS to their 
SOVEREIGN is Opened and Aflerted, the 
Principles and Practices inconfiftent therewith are 
DeteRed and Condemned , and the Innocent Vin- 
dicated from Unjuft Cenſures. 

At Birmingham in Warwick- ſhire, at the Publick Meeting- 


Place there Licenced according to His MAJESTIES 
Gracious Declaration. 


By Semmel Fiſber, M. A. late Preacher of the Word 
at Thornton in Cheſhire. 


He that juſftifieth the wicked , and he that condemneth the ju$, 
even they both are an abomination to the Lord, Prov.17.15. 

Þ Przſens #tas probris onerabit quos oderit, 

Poſteritas ſuum cujque impendet. 


London , Printed for George Calvert at the Golien Ball in Dwck-lane , and 
Bierom Gregory Bookſeller in Birmingham in Warwick:ſbire, 16 7 3. 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONORABLE 


GEOR GH 


Lord DE LA MERE, 
Baron of Durham-Maſjj. 


Right Honourable, and my very Honoured Lord, 


4 HIS poor Brat that now creeps nnder 
g your Loraſhps wing for ſhelter, was 
begotten and brought forth upon your 
Lordſhips Free-hold at the Parſonage 
of Thornton i» Cheſhire , zo which 
your Honour (without my ſeeking) was 

 * * pleaſed freely to preſent me ; in that 
place, after your Lordſhips great adventares fo ſerve His 
Majefty, our Loril apd Sovertien, in your cordial endea- 
wouts for His reduttion to Hts antonbred Right, with 
the hazare of your All in Temporals, and your great ſuf- 
ferings im the Tower for thoſe Loyal ( though miſcon- 


| ſtrued) endewvours; aud after God, had ſucceeded ſecond 
| attempts, (when your Lordſhip had broken the ice) and 


had brooght tr Sovereign Lord (with great rejoycing) 


: to His Native Soil, People, and Inheritance; I judged 


A 2 it 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


it my duty to acquaint my People of that place with my 
duty and theirs to our Sovereign Lord the King , which 
accordingly 1 proſecnted ſeveral dayes from that Text, 
and in the ſame method and expreſſions as they wow lie 
before your Lordſhip. 

Since that time it hath pleaſed the wiſe and ju#t pro- 
wvidence of Ged., to ſuffer my ſelf, with many Jenilcads 


more, and more deſerving, to be laid afide as dead men ; 


ſave only that (through a merciful connivance of Au- 
thority) thoſe dead men did ſpeak now and then to (mal- 
ler numbers of the People , where it might be done with 
leaf noiſe aud appearance of conterapt t6 Authority, 
(which we heartily ble the Lord for, and give thanks 
to Authority for their moderation. In this condition (my 
Lord) I had thought 1 ſhould have lain , being upon the 
faxty eighth year of my age , till God ſhould call me off the 
ftage of this world : but in the midt of dying thoughts, 
and under the ſtroke of a civil death , of 2 ſudden, and 
unexpeitedly, came forth words of life to thoſe that were 


in their graves, from His Majeſty the Lords Anointed,. 
whoſe Heart the great Goa had inclined ta give them 
a gracious Indulgence to ſtand. up again , ana to ſpeak in 


the Name of the Lord to his People, How jojfub this hath 
made the Hearts of Thouſands of His. Mijeſties Logal 
Subjetts , both Miniſters arid others y. ik. is:hard 10 ex 
prefi.. Upon this good news, (my Lord) amongth others, 
1 applied wy ſelf, with the firib;, 2opetition His Maje- 


fries Licence ;, which beirh obtained,'1 did without delay 


fall upon my work , to.winde up the bottom of my. dayes 


1n.the ſervice of my Maſter, ang for the Souls ofn diem." 


> 


1hilft 1 was in the improvement of my. ſleaden Tatews,'” | 
the Thirtieth of January comune 07, E7.5 W415 'reſotued: \ 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


among us ſolemnly to obſerve the Day , the preaching 
of the Sermon in the Sermon in the afternoon (the Con- 

gregation having been at the Pariſh-Church in the morn-. 
ing) was by my Brethren made my Province. I ſubmitted. 
to their determination , knowing that I had a Sermon in 

readineff to ſerve the occaſion. when the day came 1 did 
addrefi my ſelf to the work, (though much indifpoſed, by. 
reaſon of an arreFt of the Gout, which had ſieFed upon. 
me in the interim) hoping that when my Sermon was. 
done, my work had been ended ; hut contrary to my ex-.. 
petation; when the Sermon was preached, I fell under an 
hone rape, (1 dare not give it worſe language) and was 
beſet from all quarters by thoſe that were Hearers , to 
Print the Sermon ; and was told plainly ypoy my reſue | 
ſet, that if 1 would not part with my Notes, they would - 
among themſelves gather up the fragments of what 
they had taken, and Print them without my leave. My ' 
Lord , I was 1 thought fixedly reſolved, having once 
eſcaped the Preſi, never to come there again, there being 
ſo many in this learped Age , able to ſerve their geners- 
tion to all purpoſes , with thi' Adtfleyy of their Pens, 
which 1 never durft think my ſelf in the leaft meaſure 
accompliſhed for : but (my Lord) who can withſtand a 
torrem? 1 am forced with an unwilling willingneff in 


this form, to throw my. goods 0 er-board to prevent 4". 
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Now, , 7 have given you this trou- 

. + _ [1 F . 
ble in a brokenacsonntof v1it huh piſſed in the latter 
part. 


_ FheBpiftie Dedicatory: 


put ofmy\iecs\rhumbly crave jour Loraſhips pardon. 
For the Gollnifif this arr ff ro your Lordſhip, having. 
whe” among} Nobles to whom 1 owe more, wor from 
whom I can promiſe my ſelf more candoar, and fair 'xe- 
fbett, then with your Lordſhip. My Lord, fines 1 left 


thoſe parts,” diſtance of place hath not made me forget my 


duty ; and though 1 have wanted opportunity to wait . 

upon your Lordſhip where your reſidence hath been yet 1- 

have not ceaſed dayly' to make mention of your PN þ | 
i 


and noble Family, for the bleſſings of the great God, 


Father of mercies ,'t0 fall npon your Loraſhip , and all. 
yours, that you may live long, and whiles you live be fin-' 


gularly inflrumental. for the glory of God, the ſervice of 
His eMajeſty, and the Country round about you,” Now 
to that God (who bath promiſed to honour thaſe that ho- 
nont him) 1 do hambly commend your Loraſhip, and: beg 
lexve to flyle my ſelf, __ | | 
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Your Lordſhips humbl devoted, 
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Honour the KING. 


here upon this day to preach , is no way ex- 
centrick to the motion of Presbyterians. . 
Presbyterians are as willing to obſerve the commands of Ag- 
thority as other men, in matters indubitable ; and where have 
lived, it bath been the prattice to obey Authority in the obſerva- 
tion of this day. 1 grudge no man the Honour of his Loyalty , but 
I cannot but look upon it as a beavy grievance, for any ſort of men 
to monopolize the ſtyle and opinion of Loyalty to themſelves, as if 
otber men of different perſwaſiuns in ſome otber matters, mutt 
needs have forfeited their Loyalty becauſe of this difference. It hath 
been the ſad fate of the Presbyterians to lie wnaer this odium 
when men have had nothing elſe to charge them with, to make the 
World believe that they wanted Loyal hearts to their Prince. Bur 
if to pray for the rey Anointed, and thoſe that are ſent by him , 
5f to preach ſubjettion to their Authority as God's ordinance, if to 
obey and ſubmit for conſcience ſake to their Juſt and. lawful com- 
mands, if to pay tribute and cuftome to them according to Law, 
if to endeavour to preſerve, to reſcue, to vindicate and engage for 
them, if te d&iſown unjuſt and uſurped Power, and to ſuffer upon 
ſuch an account, may be accepted. for a tefiimony, theſe men do 
not , will not want their Vouchers. And as tothe ſadoccaſion of 
thus days Solemnity, let it offend no man if I ſay (not ro make com- 
pariſons) they were not behind moſt, if any, in their cordial, ſtre- 
vapfeienaeavours, upon the ſnſpition of the deſign, to have pre- 


vented. 


AO, E 7 no man wonder to fee a Miniſter of the 
Presbyterian perſwaſion ſtand in a Deck t his 
day, to preach a Sermon upon occaſion of this 

ſad Solemnity : to call my ſelf a Miniſter is 
no preſumption, to be of the Presbyterian per- 

ſwaſion,l take it for no diſparagement,to ſtand 


$ b” 
> 


», ” a md - » 
- 


4 
" c 


-vented that Barbarou. Bloody Strogh , and. when. it was given, 
Wereds true-and fade Hourners, didcarry as heguy hearts, and 


wy Feyts,* for the loſs of their S vereign, and the ſin againſt Grd, 
as others that would fain blemiſh their Loyalty: «And bleſſed be 
God, His e Majeſty, our tread Sovereign, byjng, poſſeſſed of the 
truth, bath'hononred with Hts teſtimvony,” when the envy of other 
men would ave blaſted their reputation. Loyalty terminative ts 
« Flower of the Crown , blame us not.if we be unwilling to be ex- 
.Cluded from bearing a part in adding to thoſe Ornaments that 
muſt Crown the Royal Brow. Andaf any will yet queſtion their 
Integrity, let them ſhew 1 a-fairer teſtzinony then the Remon- 
ſtrance of the Preibyterian Miniſters of London, ſent in a Let- 
ter from them to the General and Councel of War, Jan, 18.1648. 
when they were. upon the Trial of His e Majeſty in the High 
Court of Tuſtice ; in which they deal moZt plainly, convincingly, 
and very clearly, tbough to the hazard of their lives, with which 
they were threatned. Beſides their repreſentation tothe General, 
and Conncel of War, they publiſhed their Vindications from the 
ainjuft Aſperſions cat upon them by Malewolent Spirits ; let me 
give you one paſſage i# their Vindication , it ts tht; We hold 
our ſelves bound in duty to God, Religion, the King, Parlia- 
ment and Kingdom, to profels before God, -Angels, and Men, 
That we verily believe, that which is ſo much feared to be now 
in zgiration, viz. The taking away the Life of the King, in the 
preſent way of Trial, to be not only not agreeable to any 
Word of God, the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, (ne- 
yer yet ſtained with the leaſt drop of the Blood of a King) or 


the fundamental conſtitution and Government of this King-. 


dom, butcontrary to.them, as alſo the Oathes of Allegiance, 
the Proteſtation of ay 5. 1641. and the Solemn Leagve and 
Covenant,from all.or any of whichEngagements, we know not. 
of any Power on Earth able to abſolve us or others. 
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42 Pet. 3 37: 7 
Honour the KI NG. 


2 Shall neither look backwards nor for- 
I wards, as it is uſual, but take the 
very words as they lie, Honour the 
King, 91 Baci2in rin It may be under- 
Rood ſpecifically , as differing from 
; other Governors , and the chief a- 
mongſt them; him whom the Apoftle calls Supream, 
by way ofdiftinQion, #45 »#21ixo7;, ut qui ſuperemineat, 
or ſupereminently, 1 Pez. 2. 13. or ſynechdochically, 
as comprehending all others of what kind ſoever, the 
reft that are, ſubordinate being. but ſprigs from this 
root ; and ſo Calvin underſtands it : And he thinks 
the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of this name the rather to 
put the duty out of alkgueftion. a. 
I. Becauſe this name, and the kind of govern- 
ment ,, was of all others to the People of Roxe moſt 
offenſive ; . yet the Apoſtle urgeth it upon theſe ſcat- 
tered Jews, to Honour the Rulers , though Czſars, 
yea, though Heathen Czſars ; and the rather, becauſe 
they being Jews, and the ſeed of Abraham, were apt 
to ſhake off the yoke, and thought much to be in ſub- 
jeRion to any,cipecially to Heathen Princes and Go- 
vernours : And therefore after he had more largely 
| Dj B urged 


(2) 


urged'it before, ver.13. he toucheth it again vey. 7 
Homnonr the King. Vid. Calv. ſup. locums. 

Hononr] it is comprehenſive of the whole duty of 
Subje&s to their Princes, or Rulers, to fay the leaſt, 
whether the ſupream: and. moſt gxcellent amongtt 
men in his Territories, ( for in no other ſenſe do we 
give Supremacy to any) the higheſt among men. ha- 
ving one abovehim, #..e. God, by whom he reigns, 
and to whom he myſt give an account, And in ſuch 
a ſenſe are the words Supream-tobe underftood in the 
 Oathes of Sypremacy and Allegiance , as Dr. Rey- 
olds doth anfwer to Calvin, and the Megdenburgh 
Centuriators, vid. Rivet in 5. prac. 

I fay this Honour is comprehenfive of all duties, as 
we find-it in the fafth Commandment, where the wiſ- 
dom of God (which delights to expreſs much in lit- 
the) coucheth all relative duties in a word, Honoar thy 
Father and Mother :.So here,all the duties of Subjedts 
m this, Hononr the King. 

The Do@rine : 1: # the duty of all Subjeits to H- 


wout' their King, © 
Tall not at this time, nor do Inecd to diſcourſe 
of the ſcyeral kinds of gover t, nor particularly 


of Kingly government ; nor of the nature and diſtin- 
Qion of SubjeRs., efpecially in a Monarchy, where 
all arc Subje&ts, except the _ bimfelf that is Su- 
pream, and amongft men hath none _above- him. 
Subordinate Rulers, though they bear ſome part of 
the government for the cafe of the Prince; and for the 
benefit of the People, yet they are Rill fabje&tothe. 
chicf Magiftrate , to whom from them'the'meameſt 
JabjeR: may appeal in caſe of mel-adminiftration. 
| __ Scripture- 


(3) 
Scripture- proof,the fifthCommanqdment, Exod-20. 12, 
Rom. 1T3- Is 243» 4s 7+ TH 3. Is Prov. 24. 21» Ec- 
cleſ. 19. 20- | 
| T-he opezing of the duty to Honour. | 

Queſtion. what 2s implied ia this duty to Honour ? 

Anſwer. There are divers things implied, though 
ſome make more,ſome fewer: They are fych as thels. 

Firſt, Reverence : and this is both inward inthe 
heart, inthe high eftimation of chem, and maintain- 
ing awful and reverential thoughts toweardsthem, 
2 Sam. 14. 17. and Chap. 19. 29. the contrary for- 
bidden Eccleſ.10.20. And as it is inward in the heart, 
ſo it ought to be outward in the expreſſion, inſpeech; 
geſture, aRion, as there is occafion.to expreſs it. 

One gives us fix particulars whereof this Honour 
of Reverence.is made up: | 

I. Divine ordinationis agnitio, the owning of Gods 
Ordinance and Inſtitution, Row. 13, 1 Peg. 2.13. 

2. Homeſta de eMagiſtratn exiſtimatio, an honour- 
able cftcen> of the Magiſtrate : we-muſt look upon 
them , as one ſaith , 74-quam Dems terrens., 5. e. as 
earthly Gods; as Gods , becauſe they repreſent him, 
and are in his ſtead ; yet but as earthly, becauſe they 
muft die like men, P/al. 82. 7, 

3- Honorifita Magiſtratiu compelletio, ſuch honours 
able titles as may. beſt expreſs the reycrencethat is in 
the heart, as the Woman of Tekoah and Xephiboſherh 
did, 2 Sam. 19+ 27. 254m: 14- 17. Yet here we muſt 
take heed of flattery, and unjuft praiſes, leaſt they 
prove a temptation-to them, and a/provocation in 
God 'seye, as in the caſc'of Herod, 4#s 12. f2 

4» Honorifica coram eMaziftratu inchuatio; ſuch te- 

B 2 verent 


(4) 


verent geſtures of body, as carry the faireſt ſign of re- 
ſpe& and reverence to Authority , as it was obſerved 
of Joſeph's Brethren to Foſeph, as Lord of the Coun» 
try, Ger. 42.6. in Nathan to Solomon, 1 Kings 2 3. and 
in Batbſheba's Mother 36. 31. | 
5. Infermitatum condonatio,or rather obrettio : I (hall 

render. it , the charitable covering of their infirmi-+ 
ties. They are Men in reſpec of infirmities, not An- 
gels, though, in reipe& of Dignity, as Angels among 
Men ; they have their 7ev7 as well as their Subjects; 
They do but flatter them-that aſcribe perfe&ion to 
them , and will undertake to juſtihe every thing that 
aPrince doth , becauſe he doth it that is a Prince ; 
as if the very place did alter the nature of the ation; 
this is to call evil-good, which hath a woe denounced 
toit, Iſaiah 5. 20. We may endeavor to cover the in- 
firmities of others; this common charity requires to 
our Brethren-,' Prov: 10. 12, and 17:9, I Cor. 13.5. 
much more to our Rulets , becauſe their places are 
higher, and'their temptations greater ; but we muſt 
not juſtihe them, leaſt we make our ſelves partners. 
Doubtleſs it is a fault to inhance, to aggravate, and 
much more to divulge and ſpread with an evil inten« 
tion the errata, eſpecially of thoſe that are chief; 
everything :ſhould be conftrued in the: better part, 
that :may-bear-a better conſtruction. There may be 
many things that we know not of to excuſe a7arro, 
Either ignorance, provetation, evil onunſel, 'or want of 
thoſe that. ſhould and" would deal ſyictifolly with 
themi:andfachthings'confidere87 world make/them 
objects of our pity and'grief, ratlier'then'of abger and 
dilplicencys. a Oo At BIAYiOntY az 

6. The 


nt 


mm 


- - P*_ 
- - -: yh ” 8 % } — « R pus MEN Fe © 4 he > cats Ne Pe ary D wh Bs bd ax (as. 
I _ - £ A WW, bb, ONES "Jad by x YR F-Y WIG %* $37 IRS FN end ny ki rd = KCN PEO, "4 $64.5. ae Er 
__ 3 NN. St w Nv. 2 F SORES 100-2 EINE ob SE Cale aca EE wet SE Fd nes 
Sy TY CSR OR ONT OT OT py TT on 4 , W RT ITS PE TR BEEP t 


(5) | 
6. The laſt is Yitetio detrattionis, Exod. 22. 23. Ec- 
eleſ. 10. 20. but this I take to be included in the for- 
mer, which will not tand with detra&ion. | 
Secondly, The next thing implied in this duty of 
Honour , is obedience ; and this is a ſingular way of 
honouring : And therefore the general in the fifth 
Commanqment , which is couched under the name 
of Honour, when it comes to be taken in ſunder, and 
the duties of Inferiours to Superiours particularly ap- 
plied, it makes obedience a ſpecial part of this Ho- 
nour , #/ives muſt obey, Epheſ. 5.22, 24. Children 
obey, Epheſ. 6.1. Col.3. 20. Servants obey, Col. 3.22. 
People obeytheir Miniſters, Aeb.13.17. and it cannot 
be imagined it ſhould be lefs to the Prince, and chief 
Ruler of the People, from his SubjeRs, but rather to 
be ſtrengthened by the eminency ef his place; the 
greatneſs of his Authority, the neceſlity of ſubje&ion 
forthe common good. Tothe Magiſtrate is commit- 
ted the power of . Rule by God, and therefore they 
have their 'name Ralers , 2 Sam. 2.3% 3. Exod. 22. 28. 
And if of right it belong to them to Rule, ir muſt 
needs follow that it is the Subje&s. duty to obey ; 
for thefe two, Rule and Subjeition, are relatives: He: 
doth not rule, that hath none of rightto yield him 
ſabjeRion and obedience. But for this the: Scripture 
isclear,. and is not queſtioned , Romw13. TH453- To 
1 Pet. 2.13. Gen. 41. 49. Dent. 17.8, & 14. :Foſb. 1. 
16,17, 18. ect icko « Wptn3 65. 
- Thecommand of God, Titus 3. the celfitude and: 
dignity. of: Magiſttaoy,: Rm. v3;theutility:and pro- 
& that. comes: to ſubjectsbby abey igtlabt carciof. Rus: 


TCH lers, 


(6) 
lexs, Rorn, 3 3- the necefility-of fubjeRion, becauſe it 
carinot be Bebied without fin, and danger of Gods 
diſpleaſure, Rom. 13. 2,5. Prov. 24:21. [There beex- 
amples enough of the judgments of God, upon thoſe 
that have rebelled againſt Authority, Numb. 16. 3, 
29, 30, 31, 32. And we need not to go far for the 
proof of it, if we have been obſervers of God's provi- 
dence in our own times. Obedience is certainly a duty 
from the Subje& to the Soveraign ; but we muſt un: 
derſtand it of lawful commands , where the command 
of the Magiſtrate doth not claſh with the commands 
of God. It obedience be required to things unlawful, 
we muſtflieto that of the Apoſtle, As 4.19. & 5.29. 
whether it be lawful to obey God or Man, judg ye. In 
ſuch caſes , though we may not refiſt , yet we may 
and ought to ſuſpend our at , uſing the beſt lawſul 
means to qualifie the Supertour power. As 

1. To offer our proteſtations , that we refuſe not 
out of perverſeneſs , but conſcience. 

' 2. Touſethe mediation of Friends to beget a right 
underftanding, - 

 3- Humble Petitions to the Magiſtrate for his In- 
dulgence , that our Conſciences may be kept pure, 
and our God at peace with us. 

. If this will not ſerve, we are bound to yield up our 
ſc] ves to the. penalty of the Law, and to compenſate 
the want of aRive, by a'paffive obedience, chofing af- 
flition rather then ſin , mourning that we fhonld be 
put upon it to ſuſpend our ative obedience to our 
Superioursfor- the proventing of God's wrath , and 
the ſceurity of-our own peaceand happineſs, Ianr 

| nor 
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C7) 
aot unprovided altogether to ſolve the caſes that bor= 
der upon this Do&rine, but did foreſce it would cur 


off all the reſt of my work. Beſides, we arc under the 


ſenſe of the warm and benevolent beams of our po- 
litick Sun, who hath given the world to know, that 
he carries tender bowels towards his Subjects tender 
conſciences , who muſt be convinced by Arguments, 
rather then forced by penalties. And therefore by an 
att of grace; he hath pleaſed to ſuſpend the execution 
of the pznal Laws againſt fuch , and to indulge his 
Subje&s of different perſwaſions , a liberty to wor- 
ſhip God as they are fully perſwaded in their own 


minds that they ought to worlhip him. And for this. 


grace amd favour, as we bleſs the diſpoſer of hearts for 
znclining his Majeſties heart to afford us this gracious in- 
aulgence, ſo we trufb we ſhall never ceaſe to bleſs his 
Majefty, and to give him thanks who hath prevented our 
petitions to him, and given what we impetuouſly longed 
for before we asked: Anda we do profeſs our ſelves for- 
ever obliged , not only to acknowledg this ſuperlatrve 
aw0ur , but to endeavoar to the utmoF# torwalk worthy 
of it , that it may never repent our Soveraign that he 
hath thus warmed our hearts with his Indulgence. And 
ſhall ever pray that he may never want mercy from onr 
gracious God , that bath ſo freely ſhewed mercy to ws, in 
ſetting both our hearts and tongues at liberty tontter the 
high praifes of the eternal Gad, avd to pay the large$ ac- 
knowleagments of our gratitude ta'our gracious King. 
Thirdly, Another duty incumbent upon Subjects, 
3s rhie-free. ind _chearful: payment. of: tribute ard cu- 
Kornes, according toLaw. : i ſhall ncithertcouble "= 


{elf hor: you: with the'ety2nology- of the words , #ribs- 
tum, veitigal, redditus, nor with the ſeveral diſtinRie 
ons that ſome of the Learned do give, in reference to 
the perſons, whether arbari or ruſtici, or from the 
matter whence they ariſe , whether de 910b3libus , or 
immobilibus, de exportatis,or importatis ; whether pri- * 
vatum or publicum, ordinarium or extraordinarium. | 
take in all the juſt payments due to the Magiſtrate, of 
what kind ſoever , whether hereditary or voluntary, 
and which way ſoever to be raifed according to Law. 

1, For this duty the Scripture is clear : 1. We 
have the command of God, Rom. 13.6, 7, Renaer 
therefore to all their dues , tribute to whom tribute, and 
cuſiome to whom cuftome is due. And this was the 
determination of the caſe by our Zord Jeſus Chri#t, 
when he was maliciouſly ſet upon by the Phariſces, 
fending the glavering Herodians by propounding a 
Queſtion to get an advantage in the Anſwer ; the 
Queſtion was, Phether lawful to give tribute to Cafar 
o0r.101.? uſhered in with a ſubtile inſfinvation,. 24476. 
22, 14, 26,197. Chrift though well--aware of their 
wicked hypocrific , thoogh he rebukes them ſharply, 
yet refuſeth not .to -reſolve the Queſtion : And you 
may ſee how wiſely ,. and how juttly he determines 
the caſe, Matth. 22.19, 20, 21. Render unto Calar 
the things that.axe Cxlar's, and to God the things that 
are God's; Which is in efteR, let Ceſar have his due, 
but let him ſee he neither deny, nor incroach upon 
God's ri he, pb, F: 

2. Chrift himſelf he might have challenged free- 
dom , yet to avoid offence did himſelf pay tribute: 

$1 tac 
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| (9) 
the * Didrachma , which was of the value. of fifteen 
pence , when it was demanded, as ,-. ble ds 
'you ſes Matth, 17. 24+2J9 2 6,27- was the-yearly* tribute 
far Peter was fent to the ſca. to- bs the Temple, 8267s 
take a Fiſh , 'in whoſe mouth/be- fg, ph 1505 2500: 
ſhould find a piece of Money; #. e..: a tribute tothe Reman 
a Stater, which was half an ounce, Ss: Do tne ALS 
to ſerve for them both; by which,: . Vigur intimates," that he 
though to avoid offence he -ſub-y ws the Son of, Gody 
. . and therefore ,, accoxd+ 
mitted to the payment oftribute z- jap © the priviteds of 
yet in doing it, he ſhewed himſelf Kings Sons, Shoul be 
a greater Lord, then he was for |, *6,5..7 (mne Jour 
whom tribute was required of this ). to avoid offence 
him, Lord of the Seas, that could! I ſubmits to theis de+ 
Qs fe 2905 og 4-174: 8 : mand.” Vid, Dr. Ham- 
command. his tribute from the: ir- i oj in” Mach, 17:26, 
rational - Filhes,;..yet- how great: oh TD! 
ſoever, tribute he payes: and' in-paying of it him- 
ſelf, who might ſo juſtly have pleaded his freedom, 
(being of the Rayal ftock) - he gives us a. pattern, 
and puts it out of doubt-as our duty, :who! cat |pre- 
tend tq.no. ſuch immunity. 5h by 200 3; 
3- The Apoſtle gives 'a ſpecial: reaſon for this ex- 
hibition of tribute and cuſtome, becauſe they are'the 
Miniſters of God, that do continually attend :updn.this 
Very thing ,, Rom. 13. 6.: 1; ig the; .imployment of 
Princes to wait upon Government, as the Minifters 
of God; and therefore fince it is their work;, it'is 
reaſon, as in caſes inferiour, andfar different they 
ſhould have the recompence of. their work:; and a 
recompence an{werable to the dignity of their. place, 
and noblene(s of their employment. '$ hall' the: Mi- 
nifters of Men in the loweſt ſervices be rewarded, 
and 


S441, 


(10) 
and taken care for, and'ſhall it be worſe with che 
Minifters of God inſo great a fervice ? Rom. 13. 6. 

4. There lies a neceſſity upon it, for the ſervice of 
the Common: wealth:; the great things that do lie 
upon the hands. of 'Kings'and Princes, cannot be 
managed without a.great charge t Tribata illa ſunt or- 
namenta pacis , ſubſidia bells & nervi Reipub. And: 
Cicero Jaith, Jexpaſſibile eFþ ut ſacris tribntis 107 illitis, 
alioqui Reſpwblici conſerveruy. How (hall the juſt 
ſplendor arid. magnificente- of Princes be upheld; 
Miniſters for Embalties; Negotidtions, Counſcls, In- 
telligence be provided for , military Forces, whether 
for Ss or Land, towards the defence of Kingdoms 


be tnzintaigned; Palacevof Princes raiſed 'or repaired, 
beſides many other Pudlick ſervices, nifi tribnri fiſco 

Magiſtratts inferant#?' Bt is a ſiying of Mentnins 

Agrippa , 5 the hole body muſt needs be brought 

to a mouldring condition, ulimentis ventrirnlo dene- 

gates:21 ſonit maſt needs. fare with the 'Coimmon- 
vecalths,) i6:the Magiſtrere/be nor ſupplied" by! his 
tributes. Nec quies Gentium fire hits, mhcarma fine 
ftipendiis nec ftipendia ſine tribatis haberi prſſunt ſaith. 
Totes. i. -- hes OR 
5. Thusirhatk been from the beginning © andalf* 
Nations: wHarfocwor! Hate till pat tribgre'2N9 ths, 
tatiatd theif Eordgatit Ryfers © Gut, $avient takes. 
iefor granred3'2farthi 19; 24.1 Sam 8. xt, 1 Kings. 
4-261:2, 819;'8; >; This dity takes hot not'only of 
pcriforss iniaGivit; bit man Etttcfiattical ctpdcity,. 
as ist}cur byiour SHrodrs practice,” and the rncral 
command; And therefore: we 'canhot Hit exprode” 
and damn the prefumptuous incrdichnients of the 
| | Romiſh 


(31) 

Romiſh Clergy in their Plea, and challenge for im- 
munity , both to their Perſons and Purſes from the 
Civil. Magiſtrates power and claim both of tribute, 
and ſervice from them. For though it be true that 
{ome Chriſtian Princes, have. indulged great Privi- 
ledges to the Churches Servants in the Miniſtry, yet 
its as true, thoſe liberties, eſpecially among the Ro- 
miſh Clergy , have been abuſed tothe cantempt of 
Magiſtracy, to Pride, Sloth and Luxury, and the 
great injury of the Commonwealth. And-it isa5 true, 
that the priviledg not being of Divine-right, it is 
no leſs in thepower of ſucceeding Princes,torequire 
both tribute, obedience and; ſervice from them, then 
in others to give, it way ; eſpecially where the abafe 
of a priviledg calls for the retraQion and abrogation 
of ſuch Inqulgence. And though it had a very great 
ſhew of piety and devotion in ſome Princes to'grant 
ſuch an Indulgence tothe. Church, yet k am-of the 
mind of Feſtus Hominins, Serio Haque Primcipes:Chri- 
ſtiani cogitare tandem debent , an. equum fit intants 
honorum Eccleſiaſticorum «ffiuentia, iſtis immunitatibus 
tot otioſorum. ventrium luxnm atque igneviam fouer, 
atque interim reliquos ſubditos tanto gravioribus vedti- 

alibus onerari ? | 

' Fourthly, That which treads upon the heels of the 
former , as a duty incumbent upon Subje&s , isnot 
only to obey, and not to refiſt lawful Authority, but 
to defend the ſupream Magiſtrate, and thoſe that 
arc lawfully deputed: by him in their Perſons, Go- 
vernment , and juft Rights againft all Invaſfions by 
forraign Enemies , all uſurpations of Men that am- 
bitiouſly hunt after unjutDominion, all curſed AF. 
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(12) 
faffinations or murderous intentions againft their 
Perſons, with all trayterous Conſpiracies , whe- 
ther againſt their Perſons or Government from any 
whatſoever: and this they are bound to do though 
it be to the hazard and loſs of their eftates, lives, and 
whatſoever is dear unto them-in a lawful way , and 
according to their capacities. 

I. The 'ground- of this is not only the genera! 
Rule of the fixth-Commandment, which engages 
every:man'to'be his Brothers keeper, and'to endeavor 
the preſervation-of his Brother's perſon, as the fifth 
doth his Honour, the eighth his Eſtate. 

. 2+ But becauſe the Prince is the Lords anointed, a 
perſon-defigned , appropriated and conſecrated unto 
the .place: and employment of Rule and Govern- 
ment.. And God hath given a peculiar charge, fay- 
ing, Touch zot mine Anointed, do my Prophets xo harm, 
Pſal. 205.T5. Kings, Priefts, and Prophets, were all 
anointed under the Law, as typiſying the triple Of- 
fice of Chriſt the Mediator : and of theſe confecrated 
ones God took a ſpecial care, and gave a fpecial 
charge,Touch them not (7. e.) to offer any violence; 
to do them any injury. pe SY 

3- All the people have an intereſt 'in him ; he is 
A publick,'yea' themoſtpublick Perſon,-in a ſortthe 
breath of the Peoples rioftrils, Lam. 4-20. their lives, 
peace. and welfare are muchwhat bound up in his ; 
he cannot fall, eſpecially in a way of violence, with- 
out the diftarbance, nay hazard #nd- confuſion of 
\the whole Body, to which he is the politick'Hea. 
We have had woful experience of this in ourown 
times, in the wicked and monftrous Uſupations of 

ſore, 


(13) 


ſome , who by the cutting off of the ſupream Magi- 
rate , under ſpecious pretences, took the reins of 
Government into their own hands, not only to the 
great difſatisfa&ion, diſcontent, and abhorring of all 
loyal Subje&s, but to the oppreſling of many, and 
the bazard of overturning all our juſt Priviledges, 
yea of the very being of the Nation, if God in his 
mercy had not prevented. | 

4. This our Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy 
do bind us to, which ought to bz eſteem2d ſacred and 
inviolable: no man can attempt any thing 1a this 
kind, but he muſt daſh upon the Rock of Perjury, as 
well as Treaſon ; fins that are ſufficient to ſplit any 
man upon the Rocks of Death and Damnation, if 
not repented of, Rox. 13. Youſee how tender David 
was of the perſon of Saul, though he was David's 
enemy, one thatdid perſecute him with deadly rage, 
Pſal. 7. 4 Pſal. 14.3. 2. one that in his perſecution 
hunted after his precious blood, and ingaged all that 
he could to be ſerviceable to. him in his defign, 


1 $4arh.1$. 25. and-19. 2;10,11420,2L. and 22.7, 8. 


and 23.7,8. one that hated and perſecuted him with- 
out a cauſe ; a min that not only had never done him” 
trart,but fiad been'theichoiceſt inftrument of ſervice 
for the preſervation of liim and his Kingdom,'T Sami" 
19. 4, 5. P/al. 7. 75, 4-and 35.7: yeathough he were 
himſelf anointed to be'King in his room, and had 
the prom'ſe of the Kingdom; r Sam. 16.-x2, 13.-yea 
furtherz though he had the opportunity, and the life 
ot Saul, his bloody enemy, *puttinto'his-hand more: 
thien orice, 1 $414.244.'and the 26'$;9.-yet he would 
not he durſt-not + pur forth: his hand again the- 


Lord's ; 
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Lord's Azointed:-andwhenhe:had but for teſtimony 
Cut off the lap of -his garment , he hath. upon record 
left the account, how his heart ſmote him for the do- 
ing of it, S4m.24-I. As the rebellion of Ab/a/ozz was 
moſt unnatural and accurſed., for which himſelf and 
his confederates were involved under the. juſt wrath 
of God, 2 Sam 15. and 1$.6,7,8,9. o was the faith- 
julneſs of Hnſhai, and thoſe that went with David, 
highly renowned ; you have the ſtory of Zuſhaz ſcek- 
ing to defeat the counſel of 4hitophel, 2 Sam. 17, 
7, 8, But that which I would preſent you withal, is 
the loyal and moſt memorable expreſſion of the ten- 
derneſs of thoſe that adhered to David, when he was 
deſerted of other of his Subjects , you have it 2 Sam. 
18. 2, 3- | prayread it. 

If you read the Scriptures , you will be furniſhed 
with inſtances of Peoples readineſs to go forth to 
enounter enemies in caſe of invaſion to their greateſt 
hazard, 2 Chron.14-8, ad 14. and 20.20. Fwuages 4.10, 
and 5. 9. How memorable are the names of David, 


| 1 Sar, 1/77. 32, 33. and 19. $, ofeMordecai, in dil- 


covering the treaſon againſt the King, Eſther 6. 1, 2. 
of Fohanapn, Fer. 40.13,14,15- you might be loaded 
with excellent examples from the Hiſtories of Ra- 
mans and \Grecians, running upon.death themſelves, 
to: reſcue and: preſerve the lives of their famous Go- 
vernours. But I have ſaidenough, to ſhew that 
there lies a, duty upon: Subje&s to ſtand up for the 
preſervation and defence of the liyes, government, 

and ſafety of: their Princes. - | 
And 1. this, may ſerve to diſcover the degenerate 
ſtate of the Church of Keme, and thoſe _ Do- 
F rines 


(15) | 
Arincs and Practices maintained there againſt this 
Scripture-loyalty : What muſt we think of their 


Dodrines, that do teach; That 

Subje&ts may lawfully breake - \Ler him ther qualms 

their Oathes of Allegiance and but Corcil. Laterahs. Wt 

Supremacy to their Natura] Jnwocent. 117. and Concil 
d if h P Rom, (ub Greg. VEL, and 

Liege-Lord, 1 the OPpC ab- Hen: y Fowlis Book of their 


ſolve them ſe om them ? ? treaſonable DoCtrines and 
Practices, ' who by a mul- 


titude of exa& citations proveth it not a few fingle mens Opinion , but 
the current DoGrine of their Church, and moſt farrtous Doors ; a Book 
that more fully openeth them to the World then any one that ever was 
before written, 


2. Ofthe lawfulneſs of Killing and Murtherins 
Princes ,/ if their Church: declare them- Hereticks, 
and it may be for the Advancement « the Catholick 
Cauſe? ::. 

2- And is not the Practice every way as Damns- 
ble in giving papain 0 unjorns from ace 
Oathes? - 

A, In their Jeſnitical endeavours'to engage Per- 
fons to this delperate employment of killing: Kings 
and Rulers? 


5. Conſecrating Perſons, Knives , Piſtols, and: 


other deadly Inſtroments for the Work ?' 

6. And what are their Prayers for fuceeſs i in theſs 
hellifh Archievements ? 

7. Their Pardons given 6ut to free” theie AM. 
nates from all their fins, andifrom Purgatory it felf ?* 


-./$//Thir-Canowzifis of ſrch' curfed/Miſcreanes;' 


and unnatural Monſters, for Calender- Sei 
Mel idelf could-hardly yiehd hots Wicked Hinp 


Judge ye What-thY bf Kothe is *cO og 
and 
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(16) 
and.-how far degenerate from her primitive purity, 
when St. Paul wrete his Epiſtle, and therein that fa- 
mous Doctrine of Subjeftion, to Rulers, yea though 
they were theri Heathepsthaz;tuled, per: them, Oh 
how doth, the Rorhiſh-Wharg:Rinck' in-the noſtrils 
of all the Purer Churches, for thebloody cruclty of 
her Dodrines and Practices of this kind : For their 
Doctrine , their own Books will 'condemn them; 
enough of this is held forth ina Piece, called The 
Miſtery of Feſuitiſm. And ſor their Practice, Ravi- 
liack of France , Faux and his Complices in Enpland, 
beſides many more , have given them their Brand, 
to be Trayterous, Blood- ſuckers, and'King-killers. 
And:ſurely if-;Scripture do oblige Subje&s to: ſuch a 
paſliye ſubjeRion as you have heard of , and ſuch an 
ative defence of Princes, even to the hazard and loſs 
of life , how execrable in our. eſteem , and. in the* 
eyes of all loyal Subjects , muſt that delign and pra- 
Rice be accounted , which we come this day to;ac- 
knowledg,, bewail, and to witneſs our-abborrence *® 
of,,yeaand implore the grace of God to waſhaway | 

| 


the guilt of, that it may not cleave to theſe Nations? 
I mean that moſt horrid , and almoſt nnparallelled 
practice , of putting to Death our late Sovereign | 
Charles the Firſt, Father to His Majeſty our now gra- 
C10Us King , and undoubted Ruler * the thing it ſelf, | 
with: its circumſtances , took ſo deep an impreſſion 1 
pon our- hearts, and is to this day fo; freſh in our 
memories , .that I need not now again Fopeolent an 
Tragedy. : 

; 1+ If it be conkiered, by. whom: this fa was com- 
mitted ? His own natural Subjes. 


'2, In 
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-* 2. Tn what manner?” in'a'form',” and under a pre- 
tence of Juſtice : Heavens bluſh to ſee a King ftand- 
itig/at a Bar before his Subje&s. © © 
- 2 Ar whit time? after His large Conceſſhons; 
andthePÞParliaments Judgment, that they were aTuf- 
ficient: Ground ro proceed upon for a faſting Peace, 
'4. The Execution it felf, with the Circumttances ; 
to be Beheaded at His 'own Royal Palace Gates in 
the higheſt campnipe. 5017S FE ey 
5. The Conſcquents'of it. 1: The Diſpoſlefſion 
and Baniſhment of the undoubted Heir , with the 
Baniſhment of all the Royal Sced. 2: The Intruſion 
of the Bloody Uſurper. . 3. The Subverting of Go- 
vernment and Laws. - 4. The Confuſion of the Nas 
tions Order; Peacc and Settlement. 5; The Difcon- 
tent + Grief, and Heart-break of all Loyal SubjeRs. 
6, The Shame of the moſt'Glorious and Loyal Peo: 
ple in the World. 7. The greateſt Scandal of the 
Reformed- Proteſtant Religion that ever itendured. 
[ fay, if'theſe things bs coifidered; 'obr praftice this 
day:may very well bs juſtified?” toi make afe of this 
day to confeſs, 'bewail,/arid beg pdtdon, as for other 
of the crying fins of the Nation,and forother blood, 
both of Prophets-and Innocents; fo &| oct toe 
that thrice-dipt Rebellion of ſhedding the Blood of 
the Fathcrof-his Country, andthe politick Head 
of theſe eminent Kitigdoms: And theLord 'giveus 
fadly and 'mournſully to lay itto'our hear 
the guilt of it may not lic upon our heads: - | 
'Fifthly,Another and yoOoury that SubjeAs owe 
to:their-Rulers; eſpecially to the King as ſupream, is 
their praycrs-and hearty -_ for their univerſal 


hearts, thar. 
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oo0d : We are bound to pray forall, 1 Tv. 2. 1. 


yea for our very cnemics , Zuke 6.28, how much 
more therefore for Princes and Governours , that 
have rule oyer .us by God's appointment, Roy. 13. 
1,2. and ſo. great an influence. upon the Subje&s, 
either for their welfare or their hurt ? This duty the 
Scripture holds forth with as clear and pregnant in- 
ances, precepts, and examples, as any dyty we owe 
to them, 1 Tim. 2. 1, here you have an expreſs com: 
mand for;yhom, and upon what.grounds we ſhould 
make our prayers: And. it-is. oblexyable, that the 
5 analdes Flag this to Chriftians when: the Ma- 
giftrates under: whom they lived were Heathen. 
Gen. 47----- it is ſaid twice, that F acob bleſſed Pha- 
r40b, verl. 7,10. Hoc e# (faith onc) fapfta ill; precatus 
e3, 48 ſerits precibus, .ipſius ac regni incolumitatem Deo 
commenaevit... Teremiah gives this advice to the 
Captives in Babylon, Jer.29.7. that they ſhould ſeck- 
the peace of the City whither God had cauſed them ' 
tobe carried away Coptives, and to. pray 'to'the Lord 


for 14, fox inthe peace thergof ſhanll you have peace. 
And jn.this (though. Leitegot;Zergvb ,; becaule not- 
received. as Ganonical)) :where.it.is ſaid), they were 
charged to. pray fox thelifa of Neburhedvezer, and: 


WY on Pellbazars yeh is nuifi recdo ba undediond, 
HT lorithe peace. of the City; they dids 
tehiort! ty, was:,; and 'they; ily 'che-Gity. When 
Daniel Tpake. to the Keg oleiw on of the: Lions: 
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My 6id bath:ſest his Avgel, Bcc. which was exprol- 
Gon of his loyal affection ; ang.deftreof all googand 
proſperity. tothe King: : And: this: was according' to: 
the cuſtome of the:Jews) upon the: inauguration of 
their Kings, tory out: God:ſave the Keirp'; or Vives 
Rey , let the King itive ,. 1 Sami;10. 24.1 Kinns x. 34. 
But moſt conſiderable is that piccevf Scripture;viz. 

Pſalm 20.---» which contains a-Prayer of the Church 
for the King ; which though it look at Chrift ia 
the managing and ſucceſs of his ſpiritual Kingdom, 
yet muſt nccds take in Devid the type, - and inſpired 
Pen-man of the Pſalm ; the whole Plalm is a Prayer, 
and expreſſion of confidence upon their:Prayor 2 and 
this Prayer,that God would hear them for the King, 
and. bear the King when he prayod for himſelf or 
them ; and that God:would incline the heart of the 
Kingto.hear them, when upowoccafion they ſhould |; 
call co him in any matter-of conceenment.- So niuch | 
you may ſce:in the general frope and eenourof the 
Plalm, -perhaps:I may make ſome further uſe of the 
particujars afterwards... | 1 no 

Tertyllian in this Apology:for the Chriftians; who | 
were often burthened with falſs Chargesof Sedition | 
.and:Treafon , faid;, Norprofulvte imperytornm' Dennn | 
$A9004mns , Deum aterumm.," Deamivium.'''* We 
<« Chriſtians do pray for the ſafety.and profperity of 
«© Emperors to the eternal;God ,/ to: the living God, 
.©« whom the Emperors themſelves do defire to find 
.* propitious to them ; beſides others ; :ahd/before all 
.$ athers : And: therefore we'do: pray forall'Empe- 
:* rarqz: that they may have long Liſe, « ſcouts Go- 
« yernment, a fafc Houſe, valiant Armies; « faithful 
= D 2: _| _— 
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<Senate, an honeſt People,” a quiet World, & que- 
© argue Howinis & Caſaris vote ſunt. The Speech 
of Bugenhagig of Pomerania is worthy obſervation ; 1 
we were ſa ready as we (howld be to pray for Magiſtrates, 
as we are apt to murmur and detratt from them,it would 
be better with us under their goverument then it ts: 
Quetftion. uf you ak, What we ſhould diref# our 
prayers to: God for ; inrelation townr Princepand Go- 
wernors D it ot tf FORey Or, 5015 
Anſwer. lanſweriin general, . for:their_ univerſal 
200d ; for all that they do,'or may ftafid- in need of 
1n every.capacity,: as:Men, Chriſtians, Magiſtrates, 
and allthatimay be-ufeful to fit rhem for, and make 
therii ſucceſsful in their goverment. Whatſoever we 
read-i- Scripture of the duties of Princes, of the qua- 
lifcations -of Princes: for 'their duties, of the com- 
mendable praQice of Princes in any cafes , of pro- 
miſes of God :made:to them in reference to. their 
-perfons or:govcrnment, ikmade to'them as ſuch, not 
with any ſptcial-or-limited reference ; :whatfoever 
we read of their ſins, failings, miſcarriages,or God's 
anger and} diſpleaſure)againft them ;. all:that rends 
116\theit 200d; :and:the good 'of :their:relations, go- 
Yernmenty.:pacplc; orthepreventing orremoving of 
AN evil threatned;;r imexecution; may very fitly 
}be tirned unto: prayers.s:!: 30} VEL” 6b eflgiZtinn * 
;-Tr 46:n0t:witbin, my rcach+to reckon up' al} that 
; may.cngage our: prayers:forithe;chiet-Mupiftrats, 
and thoſdxthat are-umderithety ,ithtre:arebetides of- 
dindtyland tated caſes 3; many:rcmergeicies andy. 
ttacrdinary caſcs, which may: cali for alttraciony, or 
: additions:in-our;prayers: It bclioves ustherefore ” 
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be acquainted with Scripture , to know what is:be- 
hoveful for them ; and to enquire after them and 
- their government, to know what. is meet- for us in 
our capacities to know of the tate. of their perſons 
and affairs,, that we may ſuitably make ourapplis 
cations to God for them. But [ fhall hint ſome pac- 
ticulars. - 
x. It concerns us much to pray for the health, 
welfare, ſafety and preſervation of the King's per; 
ſon, that he may be kept from fickneſs, weakneſs, or 
any thing that may diſable him from. the free and 
chearful attendance upon his duty , and moſt, ad+ 
vantagious management of his government ; thathe 
may be kept from, all T reaſonable plots g-Confpiray. 
cies,, and Bloody.attempts.againſ his Pexſog,, fuck 
as. have been. endeavoured. or practiced. againkk 
other Princes, That God would lengthen out.the 
thread of their lives, grant them long and many. 
happy dayes,  Ithath been.the ancicart Vote. of the 
Pcople ,;,Piv4t Rexis Lett the King, live 3 and great 
reaſon; CS ane menito have 
many Rulers, -4. e, to have the Seat. of Goverament 
ofren changed by a multiplied ſucceſſion of Princes, 
whether takenaway by God's hand immediately, or 
by. the violong; hand: of Traytqss3 Ga Ee & 
change ofthe perſon; withaqut, fomeſhakingof che 
Scat;and Government is ſelf-:. Be carneft' therefore 
with God for this, as for,your ownlives,, that God 
would ſegure and.;preſerve. the. life of che-King.far 
Many E2F<S10D42R/ wiſhechis foratoringa oben 
be. As: IÞ 3Þc LignsNew , .Daunf- Hby Angra 
for ie497e, » Ange: the Church: prayerhiien ge: 
at- 
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oy thie'Naine of the God of Facob might defend 
GS, [11543 T5336 CHUPO? CT EAR 1 1071-10: 
'! 7 Becarf& the Kingly Office « {arid fo cof other 
Rulers) 86th require high endowments, ſpecial qua- 
lifications ,”-and a greater meaſure both. of natural, 
moral, and ſupernatural accompliſhments, then is 
,neceſlary for other men ; therefore God is to be 
ſought cearncftly to beſtow all ſuch gifts and graces 
vport them ,"'as: may ferve to accompliſh them for 
their high'and weighty employment ; by obſerving 
what the Scripture diets to, as qualifications in 
Perſons to be choſen to, or ſet apart for Govern- 
ment; or what the Scriptures do commend in ſuch 
as Were called to Government, in the management 
of theit -places , or what any have prayed for for 
themſelves or others for them , that may and ſhould 
we.pray for our Princes and Rulers. It is an honeſt 
ambition for Peoptec to deſire that their own preſent 
-Governours might be equal to, yea, if-it were the 
will of God / might our-ſtrip the belt of thoſe rhar 
hive gone before them in -ariy Kingdom. Now if 
yoh'read Exod,' 18.21. Dent. 1.13, 15+ 2 Sam. 23. 3. 
I $47. 13. Th. 2 Sam. 22» = 5 Kings 3. 6. 5. 9. 
2 Kings 22: 19, In theſe places 'you may ice ſome of 
theexctllert'qualifncetions thatrare fe 'to be ſeated 
in the Kedit's eRing, ©fR: T. The feat of God. 2.1: 
dom and abiliny.'s. Fuſtite: 4: Uprightneſs. 5. Hatred 
of covetonſneſs. 6. Tenderneſs of heart. 7. Zeal for the 
Houſe of God, 8. Temper ance. 9. Love ts and care o 
tbe Peoptt;as' Refer. Make theſe theiefors, and what- 
fever > you find;"as # Jewel in the Crowns of 
Pripebs;'Whkek hath rendred 


| them famons and illu- 
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rious, whether Mecknefſs , Mercy, Magnanimity, 
Curteſie, Liberality, Truth and Faithfulneſs in per- 
forming Promiſes, &c. the obje& of your Prayers ; 
and be earneſt with God: to enrich and-<cnoble His 
Royal Majeſty , our King. with all theſe excellent 
Graces, by which he may be furniſhed and fitted for 
all the parts of His Government. 

3. Pray alſo that in the execution of His Govern=- 
ment, all things may be rightly adminifired/ accord- 
ing to the rule of God's Word, that he may thew 
forth the beauty and glary. of ſuch rare and yirtyuous 
endowments as-we have ſpoken of. | 

I. That in His and Their perſonal carriage, He - 
may be free ſrom all that, may in! the kafſteclipſe- 
His glory, that-His graces may ſparkle in His con 
verſation , and His example; make all! others :afha» 
med that are tainted with any thing contrary to the- 
virtues of the Prince. It's a 'gtorious thing, for ai 
Prince to go: befare His SubjeRs in the praftice of 
that which isnoble and praiſe-worthy.; Regis 4d ek< 
emplym; Sc P/al. ION» I; 2 3 4 2 Kings 29» 3+; Te: 


_ 154 ſhame for Subje@s to. appear vitious,, when. the 


Prince draws ſuch fair lines in His courſe to be their 

COR 2; 03305946 56H 561 

i -2», That His'Famiiy-may be rigtnly ordered 4mall 
ppints;z/ and; therefore that He, may haveſuch-(und 

non$:ocher) to ſerve Him, as arethemfelves' moſh 
careful to ſerve God. It is noble for a Prince to take 
up Foſbueh's reſolution; Foſhi2.4- 15, 1andadd PFavid's 

toi el 1936,7rapd tofollbiridbrebiatipractice} 
1@an18:11Bsh9 athivrhuſtinceds be watthy.obivReot 

phe 0 prdy {ot theRrince;thic Hemay d6fe . a r 
197 3- 41 
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3/0 reſer6nce tothe Publick/we ſhould pray to 
God that our:Princes end Rulers, may -© 
' T-Always; in the firſt place; look' tothe: fntercſ of 
God and Religion, above any'6fitheir ownInterefts 
and Concernments, Pſalm '152« 2, 3, 4: Pſalm 69. g. 
becauſcithe fertlemerit! and/fecurity of theirs;-lieth 
principally in the maintenance and ſecurity of God's 
Right, 2 Chron. 29. 2- and 34 2. It cannot be ex- 
peRtedthatiGod ſhould indulgerhem theirs, if they 
beccareleſs of his Property: © Pray.” 

4, That by their Aurhority; they may make the 
way open for the free paſſage of the Goſpel, thati it 
_ ranatid be glorified, 2'Chroy. 29: 3, 4. 

44, ©aM-theMinifters of the Lord, and ſock as 
2F&ro vait' upoiGod's Altars',: to- attend uporr their 
Chiavge; andibe-diligent in-it-, '2-Chron. 29,4; 11, 
£5, 40, 3x.: and not' to ſuffer any that are idle , or 
ſcandalous,:in God's' Houſe. - 

'2- Tocaſt out Idolatry, wichall the Relicks By 
Monemefhts of Idolatry',: thattiothing-remain'to be 
a ſnare cothePeople, to make them turn'from God, 
orto' have an 'Kching towards it, 2 \Chrog. 30. -4 

and 
Toft ſce whatſoever is wanting to the Worſhip 
of Gdd;,"which- God hath appointcy:;be-reſtored, 
, Chyok. 30. Y,2435 45+ and if any thing be crept 
iv, which is notof God's inſtitution, as Worſhip, 
chat i it be ſwept out. 
- '5;:That the Lord's Miniſters, who labour faith- 
ſfull-intheWord'and Do&rine, may 'be encouraged 
tothieir Work ,” by having: their Portion ſet out for 
them, aid Jalyex iditcd to them, that they m_ 
| their 
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- . heir Work without -diſfttaRtion, '2 Chron. 31.4. 
-. + 6, That care may betaken for the preſerving, en- 


couraging, .and} keeping pure the Fountains and 


Nurſeries of Learning and'Relicion , the Univerfi- 


ties, that from thehce:may fill be raiſed vp learned 
and godly Miniftry,:to officiate in-God's Houſe, and 
to adminiſter the Holy Things of: God in all ſuc- 
ceſſion, that there may be no room for the incroach- 
ment of Errors, Herefies, and Falſe DoQrines. Theſe 
are things that have a ſpecial influence upoii the hap» 
pineſs and: welfare of Kings and Kingdoms; and 
therefore God is carneftly to be ſought, that herein 
principally our Princes may approve themſelves, 
that they may have God with- them and for them : 
A. pure flouciſhing Church doth uſually make an 
happy and flouriſhing Statc';” God Fpromiſe* is to ho- 
nour them that honoar him. And'on the other fide, 
the Apoſtacy, Corruption, and Degencration of the 
Church; hath fatally.proved'theRuineand Deſtru- 
ion of tho State ; beg therefore , above All things, 
that Kings-and: Princes may be Nurſing Fathers to 
the Church, Patrons to-pure Religion. 
2- We ſhould pray that our Princes and Rulers 
may bend; themſclves to look after the peace , wel- 
fare, proſperity, 'cftabliſhment , - and good govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth , that all 'the People, 
as much as-/in 'them' lies, ' may* live in peace , 
and lead quiet and peaceable lives under them, in all 
paring and honefty, 2 77.2.2 .thatevery man may 
be encouraged to ſerve God,and follow'kis particular 
calling for the publick pood; ' and that this miay be, 
God is to be ſought unto,to bleſs the King and King- 


| dom. E 1. With 
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.r. With a grave , wiſe, ſober, religious, publick- 
fpirited Council, ſuch as may be ready to adviſe for 
che beſt, both between the Prince and People, and 
in all other the great Afﬀairs of the Kingdom ; not 
ſuch as Rehoboami's, 1 Kings 12.8, 9,10, 11. Abſa- 
low's,2 Sam.16.20,2 1,22. Ahbaſuerus, Eſther 3.8,9,10. 
Zedekiah's, Fer. 38. 4- Nebuchadnezzar's, Dan. ;. 9, 
ad 13. Darius, Dan. 6. 6, 7, 8, 9. had, but the beſt of 
the Nobles, and Elders of the Tribes. -- 
2. With learned, religious, and-righteous Judges, 
Juſtices,  atd inferiour Magiſtrates, fecing theexe- 
cution of the Laws lies: eſpecially m the hands of 
theſe ſubordinate Miniſters of State z and for the 
moſt part fuch as they are that are intrufted , fuch 
is the adminiſtration in their hands: It requires 
prayers for the King, that God would incline his 
heart to fee that his Authority be entruſted in the 
beſt hands, and ſuch as are moſt like to adminifter 
juſtice faithfully and-impartially to all his Sabje&s ; 
men of tyuth ,, and hating covetouſneſs, Exod. 13. 21. 
Pray. to God to reftore F ndges 25 at the fort , and 
Counſellors az at the beginning, !ſaieh 1.26. and 60.17. 
To make our Officers peace., and. our Exaftors' righte- 
#u/neſt, Fer. 7« 567+ 30d 22.3, 4+ Itis the great 
happinels of a Kingdomrto have judgment cxecuted 
faithfally, ſin ſuppreſſed, difecamenanced;puniſhed, 
godlineſs, ſobrietys juſtice, :truth, ' mereies, and all 
good works. praiſed-4nd countenanced:, this is the 
end of Magiſtracy ; and. therefore it thould be our 
are thatiaoge may be carruftedwith-power,' bit 
uch as will endeavour to anſwer the! end of goyern- 
ment. aad that thoſe may aafwer the end that are 
| ; intruſted 
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intruſted with the power ; that ſo TJudement may 
run down the flreets like water, and Righteouſne fi like 
amighty fircam, Andifitheſe, Religion and Righte- 
ouſneſs, according to the: juſt meaſure of them in the 
Word of God, be eftablithed, we may conclude, the 
King sThrone, and Kingdoms happineſs tand up- 
on a ſure foundation , Prov. 16, 12. theſe arc excei- 
lent ſupporrers, firong pillars to bear up Dominion: 

3. It Lohnem as, as athing that may have-much 
influence into the happineſs of King and wary 
to pray to God to bleſs the Royal Bcd , to raiſe-up a 
numerous and virtuous Ifſue , that there may never 
fail of the Branches of that Royal Stock: to fit upon 
the Throne : God entailed this as a blefſing upon 
David, that he ſhould not want 4 man to fit npon his 
Throne, Pſalm-132. 11, 12. And Ido not know but 
that ( with ſubmiſſion to God's will) we may pray, 
that our Kings and Princes may never-want of their 
Secd to ſway.the Sceptres of theſe Kingdoms. ' 

4. It is of concernment to pray, that God would 
bleſs his Majeſty with loyal, faithful ; couragious 
Armies, that both Officers and Souldiers may be 
men of clean conſcience, and great courage ; and in- 
deed it is hardly to. be expeRed they ſhould be of 
good: courage, if they be of debauched carriage and 
guilty conſcience, 2. 7. 1,4, 5, 20, It. Thatfack 
they may be that are intrufted with Martial Afairs, 
whether by Sea or Land, is worthy our prayers, that 
ſo (though Peace is to be defired in the firſt place, 
and that:God would blefs' the! King and Kingdom 
with Peace) yet ſeeing War in fome caſes is'an Or- 
dinance of God, Dent. 10+ 1; 2, 3. it is not 'below 
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prayers todefire (1f War:muſt be) that'itmay have 


a juſt ground, be againſt the Enemies of God, nog - 


Friends ;.be rightly managed, and happily ſucceeded 
by Gods bleſſing. And thus we may do for a bleſ- 


ſing upon all -Counſels , Negotiations, Embaſlies, 
which have Gods warrant for them, Gods approba- . 


tion of them. We may and ought to pray in a ſpecial 
manner , that God would keep the King , and all 
Rulers, from every.cvil way, and from. all evil coun- 


ſels, becauſe both themſelves and-their Kingdoms: 
are ſubje& to, a great deal of hazard and miſchief: 


thereby ; - but if they do fin, whether it ariſe from 
their own inclination, or the provocation of evil 


Counſellors.,. (and who i it that lives and. fins not? 


Ectleſe 7. 20«'1 Kings $-40.)) then it is our duty to be. 
inſtant with God, for the pardon both of-his and their 


fins, that the guilt-of them may not remain upor the: 


Throne, Lev. 4. 22,2 3,2432 5,26. We may alſo, and 
ought to pray as the Church doth; Pſa. 20: 3, 4, 5: 
that God would fulfil & grant him all his righteous 

deſires and petitions, that the King may be a Jedidiah 
to God, 2 $477. 12. 24, 25. that God' may fingularly 

delight and take pleaſurc in his Anointed , and that 

God may, be to him his Crown and:Glory.:: :. _. 

| Finally, Let vs pray to :God to blefs:his:Majefty 

with a numerous and great People, becauſe the glory 

of a King. conſfifts muchiinithe multitude of his Sub- 

jeRs, Prov. 14:28; and-that, therefore nothing may 
be done, qn..cither i part, to.provoke-the jealouſte of 
God, byrany {weeping judgmenti,to-cut.ofÞand Icfien 
the number of his Subje&s,/a5:in Davids timeil2 Sim. 
24+ I, 10, 1251 3, 15. but eſpecially letus pray,:;thar 

he. may be bleſſed with a loyal, religious, and _ 

ent 


oy = Ee +--oi 
a 3 argc af Ln Ve IGFETs F 


5 
£ 
þ 
(oft 
ki 
tes: 
[Ge 
= 
#7 
S 
%% 
#? 
of 
9% 
E 
: 


> Ds by ” - " uy H Fo hes 


944, watch- 


(29.) 


dient People, which will be as much his honour, and 


much more their ſtrength then their multitude ; the 
multitude honour him with their names, but the loyal 
and religious will ſerve him with their hearts; and 
theirs will be the beſt ſervice, -becauſe whileſt they” 
obey their Prince , they are men that rule ,' and have 
power with God, Hoſ. 11. 12, "Hy | 

Fneed not uſe Arguments to urge this duty, I hope 
there 15 no man but is convinced of- it, and in ſome 
meaſuze doth deſire to performit ; only | would per- 
fwade you ts: make a buſineſs of it, 'not a complement z 
todo it ſeriouſly, to do it frequently , to do it ftrenu+ 
ouſly and fervently, to do it feelingly and with affe- 
Ron , as thoſe that are with Child, and do moreear- 
neſtly long after all that concerns his Majefties -hap-* 
pineſs then. our own. TI-would beg of you this day, 
as oft as you bow your knees before the eternal God' 
for your ſelves, to make: conſcience to lift up your 
hearts to God , who hath the life and! hearts'of Kings: 
in his hand, for all the bleſſings of Heaven and Earth, 
of this and:that life that is eternal, for:hisfacrod Ma- 
jeſty : Almoft every thing beſpeaks this atFour-hand; 
1. The command of God, 1 Tim.2.3. 2. Thedignity 
and celfitude of his place, 2Sa..23. 3. 3- Theworth 
of his Perfoni; better then thou[ands if tt, 2'ShM%"18. 2.) 
4- Our relation'to him, as Sigþjedts onhicit:Prinee,77- 
28: 2. 1. Steep totheir Shepherd; 1/az44728; Chil-! 
dren to their Father ; 'Commadment 5-5. The infla-- 


\ 


_ encothur their: goyernment hath 'Uponius: either: fort 


oy Yood Setnirty Gut oodyoflichitonndit with hams 
ear;hurtifloticymiſtaveyl'is :Ttiekbllinghngn#ahele 
burden is exceeding great; though they wear Crdwhs; 
there Crowns 'have Thom: Olbths witlonil care, 


(39) 
waich{ulneſs,ſedylity, paticncemagnanimity,required 
in-lp great a charge, ; as the preſervation and well or- 
dering ot luch vaſt hodiss, ſuch great yeſlels, ſo richly 
Iaden avith the: lives; peace, wealth, yea ſouls of Sub- 
ieas,clpecially the tecring of them amongſt rocks and 
ſhelves ia the midt'of ſtorms and tempeſts./ 


Their temptations ( not inferiour ) indeed much 


greater then any of their SubjeRs ; It 15 not ordinarily 
confidered how dangerovs their ſtanding is:, end. its 
the more dangerous, becauſe it is ſo high, Fre 
i. In: high places men are naturally-more obnoxi- 
ous to the {wimmings of the brain ; and if they fall, 
their fall is more pernicious, becaule of their diftance 
from the Earth : It was a temptation to be on a Pi- 
nacle, Marth.'4. 5. | FTE I 
',2«. Though they be Princes , ?/al. 118. 9. Angels, 
Gods, ?ſal. $2.6,7. in their titles, yet in reſpe& of cor- 
ruptions, infirmitics, temptations, they are men : the 
beſt Not free, not eMoſes, David. i - 15h | 
3+:1t is; Sacans greet delipn to corrypt Princes, bes 
cauſe if hs canigetadyantage of them , he ſhall be ſure 
to have compeny with them, 2: Kings 3. 3, 4 they ſel- 


dom fall but they have others to fall with them ; they 


are nptalways ſo bappy, as to have all that are about 
thera faithful ta them. z.. ſome: that ger. about. the 
Throne, will-be. Corruptors: and Flatzerers, though 
ſome others be.never ſo upright ;| and. thoſe that are 
connpt will watch their advantage , and uſe plauſible 
Ppratences of the Kings honour and prokt, as Hewen, 
Efthya: 318. When. the hottom -of:.the: +is their 
eWnadrantige: theKitgs diſkegonr, and'the Pooples 
or a 


4 Bakides, thirs iomuch danger inthe greatneh of 
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the Revenue; it is a hard matter where there is {6 
much comming in, to iſſue it out again in the ſervice 
of the Publick , without the gratifying of ſome finful 
Privadoes, that will call for maintenance out of ſo rich 
a Treaſure : They are ſomething more then men, that 
in ſo great a fulneſs can maſter ambition, luſt, intem- 
perance, prodigality, and ſuch like, which though it 
may be done, yet will be better done by the help of 
' Gods Peoples prayers, Dewt. 32.15. 2 Chron. 26.16. 
Solomon himſelf could ſcarce manage his Proſperity. 

5. The miſcarriage of Princes is dangerous, not to 
rhemſelves only, but to the People; as the Peoples 
fins may occaſion much evil to the Prince , eſpecially 
where his negle& hath given any life to the breathing 
out of their fins. Soon the other hand , the fins of the 
Rulers may entail a judgment upon the People, x Kings 
r2.23,29,30. and 14-15,16. becauſe for the moſt part 
the Peoples ſins are the imitations of the Rulers mis. 
carriages; the danger is mutual , and therefore there 
is need of mutual prayers, that neither the Prince may 
ſuffer for the Peoples, nor the Pe>ple for the Princes 
fins. Prayer is God's Ordinance, and it is a mighty 
Engine by which the pooreſt Peaſants amongſt men 
dogo forth, and commence Princes with God, as it 
15 ſaiof F acob, Gen. 22.28. I will not difparage Ar- 
mies, becauſe they alfo are in ſome caſes God's infti- 
tution ; yet TI (hall not fear to ſay, that an Army of 
Prayers-may do more then an Army of Souldiers; and: 
Souldiers do always fight beſt, thatdoedge their wen» 
pong with their prayers, | When ofes prayed the If: 
raelires prevailed, Exod.17,17; Tehoſhaphays arid Heze- 
kiahs Prayers did more ſervice then” the Souttiers 
ArmsA Ayr. 20. 3, ad 19. and 32.20, 21. Weare 
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bdund to ſerve-cthe King without fadies,;:Lives; and: Eflatts, 26d 
yet wel cafſyorido (himbenter ſerie with; any; HAS Then: AY 
Prayers. --Jn Rrayer:. pogr Mogtals deal. wirh Gog,: whilft Ar- 
mies only deal. with Men, Ex04.32.10. Dent. 9.14. In jhe con- 
teſt of Prayer, the great Gad ſuffers himfelf'ro be overcome by 
his weak Greature, whilſtin conteſting with' Men mary” Men 
loſe their own lives, if the'whole Army do not loſe 1be Field: 
at the utmoſt they do but conquer Men, but in Prayer Men ( 
delire to ſpeak with humble reverence) do gain the ,ViRory of 
God himſelf; and it is no diſparagement to Him to be ovir- 
come by Prayer , becauſe it is not an Encmy, ur a Friend, jhat 
overcomes him} his own ſpirit in his Peoples prayers, andtheir 
conqueſt over him , brings him a conqueſt fornetimes over-Men, 
ſometimes over Lufts, ſometimes over Devils, for what is the 


pray in and by the Spitir, may ſhake them who fill their Diſ- 
courſes wih nyeQives 2ainf! Pray ls. FAY) 
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